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. e justice grows unmerciful. ”
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- C.S. Lewis

The Mercy & Judgement of God
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Introduction

e The writings of the NT bear the authovity of God because they are inspived by the Holg Spirit.
*  They Spirit does not, however, remove the personality of the human authors and it is therefore important to consider their biography in order
to better understand the points of emphasis within their writings.

Within his letter, Jude focuses on the lordship of Jesus Christ as he writes to warn the recipients of
the letter of the dangers of false gospels and false teachers which have become a threat to their faith.

Jude’s Life & Ministry

Although we do not know as much about the biography of Jude as we do with other NT authors such as Paul or Peter, we know enough to be able to appreciate the

ways that Jude’s own life experiences impacted what he wrote.

1. Jude was Jesus’ —

Mark 6:3—Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here
with us?” And they took offense at him..

Matt. 13:55-56—5" Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?
5¢ And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?”

2. He did not in Jesus during the time of His earthly ministry.

ohn 7:2-5—*Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. ? So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the
works you are doing. * For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his
brothers believed in him.

Mark 3:20-21—* Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. * And when his family heard it, they went out to
seize him, for they were saufing. “He is out of his mind.”

3. He seems to have come to faith following Jesus’

Acts 2:14—/\11 thCSC UJHZ]’I one accord were dCUOtiﬂg themsd’ucs to PTQHCT, EOgCthCY UJHZ]’I thC women and Mavg EhC 111OEhCY O]C ICSMS, and hiS bYOEhCTS.

4. He seems to have had a position of prominent in the early church, probably as a traveling

missionary and evangelist.

“While James assumed pre-eminent leadership ar the centre of the Christian movement, the other brothers of Jesus worked as travelling missionaries. We
know this from an incidental, but revealing, reference to them by Paul. In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul maintains that, although he has waived his right as an
apostle to be supported by his converts ar Corinch, he has this right; just as much as the other apostles do...Such a reference [must bef to people Paul
assumes to be very well known...” —Richard Bauckham, Jude and the Relatives of Jesus in the Early Church

1 Cor. 9:5—Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?

= Jude’s letter was in all likelihood written to a collectionof _____________ which he had helped to plant through his

evangelistic efforts over the course of his missionary travels.

The Themes of Jude’s Letter
1. The of Jesus Christ

*  The position of Jesus as Lord is referenced directly on four occasions within the letter (Jude 4, 17, 21, 25) and by way of implication
two other times (Jude 1, 5).

= Because He is Lord, Jesus has the authority ro sin.

ude 5—Now [ want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out of the land of Eqypr,
afterward destroyed those who did not believe.



=  Because He is Lord, He has made it possible for ____________ to be extended to sinners.

ude 2—May mercy, peace, and love be multiplicd to you.

U.dC 24]3*...{0 present you bla:mdess bC]COYC thC PTCSC‘HCC Of hiS QIOYH wﬂih grcat ]OH

= Because He is Lord, He has the powerto____________ His people from all that threatens them.

ude 1b—To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and @ for Jesus Christ
ude 24a—Now to him who is able to kccp you fvom Stumbling...

The relationship to Jude’s testimony:

2. The importanceof ______________ for the faith.
*  The majority of the letter is focused on warning the churches about false teaching and exhorting them to actively contend against it

within their midst.
= Believers must knowthe _______________ in order vo identify false teaching and false teachers.

The writings of the NT:  Jude 17—But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The writings of the OT:  Jude 1—Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of
gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion.

= Believersmuse _______________ together.

ude 20-21—*° But you, beloved, buﬂding yoursdvcs up in your most holg faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, * kccp yoursdvcs in the love of
God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.
= Believers must ___________ for one another.

ude 22-23—>* And have mercy on those who doubt; » save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating
even the garment stained by the flesh.

The relationship to Jude’s tescimony:

Questions for Consideration

1. Who is Jesus to you?

= Dolknow Himas_____________ 7
= To whar degree do I recognize Himas ___________ ?
2. Arewe contending fov the faith?
7

= Am [ gathering reqularly with His _____________ :
= Am [ having my thinking transformed by His ___________ /

= Whois the Lord callingme to_______________ :



