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THE PSALMS  
OF ASCENT 

JOURNEYING WITH JESUS  
TO JERUSALEM 

 

Introduction: “Joy” & “Hope” in Today’s World 
 

We have repeatedly observed that the Psalms of Ascent include multiple themes that address the varied experiences of life.     
Although the time in which we live differs greatly from the time in which these psalms were composed, the desires of the human 
heart remain fundamentally the same. People wish to experience joy in life and they desire to live with hope for the future. 
                              

Main Point:  Our lives can be characterized by true _________ and _____________ because of God’s presence with us   
          and His promises to us.  
 
 

Psalm 132 
 

The pilgrims reflect upon the entry of the ark into Zion and the pray for God to fulfill His promises made to David.   
 

 

· They recall together David’s vow to the Lord and call upon Him to honor it. (v. 1-5) 
 

Psa. 132:1-3,5—1 Remember, O Lord, in David's favor, all the hardships he endured, 2 how he swore to the Lord and vowed to the Mighty 
One of Jacob, 3 “I will not enter my house or get into my bed...5 until I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty One... 
 

Þ Although this specific vow of David is not found in Scripture, there is important OT background to consider: 
 

Jacob’s vow probably stands in the background (Gen. 28:16-22)               “The Mighty One of Jacob” 
 
 
David had desired to build the ______________ (2 Sam. 7:1-5) 
 
 

“In such a dwelling place the glorious presence of the Lord would remain in the  
midst of the people, and not move about in a portable shrine.” —Allen P. Ross 

   
 

· They worship together as they reenact the coming of the ark to Jerusalem. (v. 6-10). 
 

Psa. 132:7-10—7 “Let us go to his dwelling place; let us worship at his footstool!” 8 Arise, O Lord, and go to your resting place, you and 
the ark of your might. 9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, and let your saints shout for joy. 10 For the sake of your servant 
David, do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 

 

Þ The desire of the psalmist is to worship God in the presence of His glory.  
 

The imagery recalls David bringing the ark into the city (2 Sam. 6:17-19)   
 
“his footstool...the ark”  
 

Þ They anticipate God’s blessing upon His people and their king. 
 

“priests”   “saints”    “anointed” 
 
 

· The Lord responds to His worshipers by reiterating the promises of the Davidic Covenant (v. 11-12). 
 

Psa. 132:11—The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which he will not turn back: “One of [your] sons...I will set on your throne.” 
 

Þ God had promised that He would establish David’s house before Him forever (2 Sam. 7:12-16)    
 
 
 
· The Lord affirms His promises and centers them on the coming of Messiah (v. 13-18). 
 

Psa. 132:14-18—14 “This is my resting place forever; here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 15 I will abundantly bless her provisions; I 
will satisfy her poor with bread. 16 Her priests I will clothe with salvation, and her saints will shout for joy. 17 There I will make a horn     
to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp for my anointed. 18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, but on him his crown will shine.”  
 

1. God will __________ among His people forever.   

2. God will __________ them abundantly. 

3. God’s people will experience the __________________ of His salvation.  



4. Messiah will rule the people with _______________ and ____________________. 
 
5. Messiah will ____________ the nations for the glory of God and the good of His people. 
 

 
Key Point:    God intends for His presence and His promises to bless His people both ________ and ________________.   
 

  
 
 

 
 

Gospel Parallel:  “The Triumphal Entry”— Luke 19:28-40 
 

Background:  The Lord Jesus began the last week of His earthly life and ministry with a public demonstration of who He was 
as Messiah to the joyous praises of His people and the consternation of His enemies.   
 
 

1. Before the public presentation of Himself as Messiah, the Lord once again demonstrated the __________________ 
of His Word.  

 

 
 

2. The Lord’s actions appropriated important OT prophetic imagery for those who had ears to hear and eyes to see.  
 

Gen. 49:10-11     Zech. 9:9-10 
 

 
 
 
3. The response of His followers was appropriate for this momentous occasion. 
 

“they spread their cloaks along the road” 
 
“his disciples began to rejoice and praise” 
 
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
 
 
 

4. The response of the Pharisees was inappropriate for the occasion as illustrated by the Lord’s words to them.  
 

“I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
 

 
 

 

Key Point:  Praise and rejoicing should be our response to knowing that God’s presence and promises center on the  
 

       person of _____________ and the ____________________ that is ours in Him.   
  
 

 
 
 

Concluding Thought 
 

· Believers can rejoice in Christ even in the midst of severe _____________ knowing that our future                                           
is secure in Him!  

 

1 Pet. 1:3-9—3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born    
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a liĴle while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe 
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
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