
Introduction: The Lord & the King of Israel 
 

From the very beginning, God provided for Israel’s leadership. In Genesis 49:8–12, He gave the tribe of Judah the right to rule              
and to lead Israel against their enemies. In Deuteronomy 17:14–20, God explained how Israel’s king should be chosen and how             
he should live under God’s authority as Israel’s “worshiper-in-chief.” Israel’s failure to fully conquer the land and their repeated 
unfaithfulness only increased their longing for the One who would deliver them from their enemies (and themselves!) and lead 
them to truly worship and serve the Lord in peace and security.   
 

 Main Point:  As we look back over the book of Judges, we see again how deeply God’s people need both a  
 

                  _________________ and a ___________________.            

 
 

 

An Overview of the Book of Judges 
 

I. The narrative structure of the book helps to convey its overall _______________. 
 

     

Prologue (1:1-3:6)—The focus is on tribal identity and military action while introducing the cycle of 
religious apostasy, judgment, and deliverance.  

Individual Accounts of the Judges (3:7-16:31)—A set of twelve sections which demonstrate a       
progressive deterioration of the leadership within the nation and at the center of which is a royal     
figure that is essentially an anti-judge.  

Epilogue (17:1-21:25)—The focus returns to the tribes, but their conflict is no longer with other   
nations but is with one another.  

“Judges...indicts the people of Israel...Yet [it] also proclaims the Lord as Israel’s longsuffering and   
powerful deliverer who raised up judges to relieve the oppression of his people.”  —Michael J. Glodo 
 

II. The book demonstrates the sin and disobedience of Israel both as_____________________ and as a ____________.   
 

· The people failed to __________ in God’s promises in order to complete the conquest of the land.   
 

(1) Apostasy & Assimilation (2:11-13; 3:6)    (2)  Enemy Oppression (2:14-15)  

 
· The progressive decline in the character of the people is mirrored in the character of their _______________. 
 

Othniel was the first and therefore primary example of a judge who was filled by the Spirit in order to deliver them from 
the hands of their enemies (3:8-11) 
 
 

Abimelech brought destruction on Israel rather than her enemies (9:5,49-50), “reigning” selfishly over the people                          
as a false king (9:22). 
 
 

Samson, despite being set apart as a Nazarite, married a Philistine (14:1-3) and engaged in open immorality (16:1), yet he 
was used to bring destruction upon Israel’s enemies.  

 

· By the end of the period of the judges, Israel had become thoroughly “_____________________.”  

(1) Religious Confusion (17:3, 5-6, 18:30-31) and the Corruption of the Levites (17:9-11; 18:19-20; 19:1) 
  
 

(2) Moral Depravity & Civil War (19:22, 25-26; 20:12-13, 19-20) 
 

 

III.   The book shows the continual faithfulness of the Lord both to _______________ and _______________ His people.  
 

· The Lord permitted Israel’s oppression, yet always _________________ their prayers for help.  

Judges 2:16, 20-23; 3:1-2,9,15 
 

· The Lord continually raised up leaders for the people and empowered them with His __________. 

Judges 2:16,18; 3:9-10; 6:34; 14:19 
 

Kingship & the Book of Judges 
 

I. The book of Judges serves as an argument for __________________ in Israel.  
 

· The deliverance provided by the judges was never __________________.  
 
· The people and their leaders were repeatedly guilty of both ___________________ and religious ________________. 
 

Judges 21:25—In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  
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II. The book of Judges anticipates the kingship of _________.  
 

Þ Saul’s tribe (Benjamin) and the town that he comes to be primarily associated with (Gibeah) are portrayed in Judges 
in a very negative way.  

 

Þ Although his anointing as king (1 Sam. 10:1,10; 11:11) is portrayed in a positive light, he ends up mirroring many of 
the worst aspects of the judges in his character and actions:   

 

Like _____________, Saul engages in syncretistic practices (1 Sam. 28:7-20) 
 

Like ________________, Saul makes a rash vow and offers an inappropriate sacrifice (1 Sam. 13:8-14; 14:24-45) 
 

Like ____________________, Saul ends up destroying his own people rather than Israel’s enemies  (1 Sam. 22:7-19) 
 
 

III. The book of Judges anticipates the kingship of __________.  
 

Þ David’s tribe (Judah) is portrayed in a generally positive light in Judges, particularly in the first introduction where 
they are chosen by the Lord to lead the continued conquest of Canaan.  

 

Þ David is also favorably compared to many of the positive aspects of the judges and many of his actions as king seem 
intended to address problems presented in the book: 

 

Like _____________, David was filled with the Spirit of the Lord to defeat Israel’s enemies (1 Sam. 16:13) 
 

Like _____________ and _________, David was used to defeat Israel’s enemies (the Philistines & Moabites), but did 
so in a more permanent manner (2 Sam. 8:1-2) 
 
David saw to it that the ______ of the Lord was brought to a central location and sought to build the ___________ as 
a permanent dwelling for the Lord (2 Sam. 6-7). 
 
David organized the _________ and the ___________ so that the Lord would be rightly worshiped (1 Chron. 23-24)  
 

Þ David also, however, came to be characterized by some of the more negative aspects of the judges: 
 

Like Gideon, David had multiple __________ which led to conflict between his sons resulting deadly consequences   
(2 Sam. 13:28-29; 18:14-15; 1 Kings 2:24-45) 
 
Like Samson, David engaged in an ___________________ relationship that compromised his holiness before the 
Lord, beginning the downfall of his legacy (2 Sam. 11) 
 
 

IV.  The book of Judges anticipates the coming of “The __________ King.” 
 

· Israel needed a king chosen by God who would permanently deliver His people from their enemies.  
 

Deut. 17:14-15    Gen. 49:8-12 
 
 
 

· Israel needed a king who would lead them in the proper ______________ of the Lord and who would set the               
example for them as a people by his own character and conduct. 

 

Deut. 17:16-17    Deut. 17:18-20 
 

 
 

 
 

Assessing & Applying the Book of Judges 
 

· Ultimately, the book of Judges is about _________’s faithfulness to an unfaithful people! 
 
 
· Ultimate hope in the book is found in the coming of ______________, the Great Judge & King! 

 
 

· Through Christ, God has accomplished the ultimate __________________ that we need! 
 

Col. 1:13-14—13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,  
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 
 

· Through Christ, and by His Spirit, God ___________________ us throughout all the days of our lives.  
 

Psa. 23:1-6—1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 
waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy  
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 



Introduction: The Lord & the King of Israel 
 

From the very beginning, God provided for Israel’s leadership. In Genesis 49:8–12, He gave the tribe of Judah the right to rule              
and to lead Israel against their enemies. In Deuteronomy 17:14–20, God explained how Israel’s king should be chosen and how             
he should live under God’s authority as Israel’s “worshiper-in-chief.” Israel’s failure to fully conquer the land and their repeated 
unfaithfulness only increased their longing for the One who would deliver them from their enemies (and themselves!) and lead 
them to truly worship and serve the Lord in peace and security.   
 

 Main Point:  As we look back over the book of Judges, we see again how deeply God’s people need both a  
 

                  Deliverer and a Shepherd.            

 
 

 

An Overview of the Book of Judges 
 

I. The narrative structure of the book helps to convey its overall message. 
 

     

Prologue (1:1-3:6)—The focus is on tribal identity and military action while introducing the cycle of 
religious apostasy, judgment, and deliverance.  

Individual Accounts of the Judges (3:7-16:31)—A set of twelve sections which demonstrate a       
progressive deterioration of the leadership within the nation and at the center of which is a royal     
figure that is essentially an anti-judge.  

Epilogue (17:1-21:25)—The focus returns to the tribes, but their conflict is no longer with other   
nations but is with one another.  

“Judges...indicts the people of Israel...Yet [it] also proclaims the Lord as Israel’s longsuffering and   
powerful deliverer who raised up judges to relieve the oppression of his people.”  —Michael J. Glodo 
 

II. The book demonstrates the sin and disobedience of Israel both as individuals and as a people.   
 

· The people failed to trust in God’s promises in order to complete the conquest of the land.   
 

(1) Apostasy & Assimilation (2:11-13; 3:6)    (2)  Enemy Oppression (2:14-15)  

 
· The progressive decline in the character of the people is mirrored in the character of their leaders. 
 

Othniel was the first and therefore primary example of a judge who was filled by the Spirit in order to deliver them from 
the hands of their enemies (3:8-11) 
 
 

Abimelech brought destruction on Israel rather than her enemies (9:5,49-50), “reigning” selfishly over the people                          
as a false king (9:22). 
 
 

Samson, despite being set apart as a Nazarite, married a Philistine (14:1-3) and engaged in open immorality (16:1), yet he 
was used to bring destruction upon Israel’s enemies.  

 

· By the end of the period of the judges, Israel had become thoroughly “Canaanized.”  

(1) Religious Confusion (17:3, 5-6, 18:30-31) and the Corruption of the Levites (17:9-11; 18:19-20; 19:1) 
  
 

(2) Moral Depravity & Civil War (19:22, 25-26; 20:12-13, 19-20) 
 

 

III.   The book shows the continual faithfulness of the Lord both to discipline and deliver His people.  
 

· The Lord permitted Israel’s oppression, yet always answered their prayers for help.  

Judges 2:16, 20-23; 3:1-2,9,15 
 

· The Lord continually raised up leaders for the people and empowered them with His Spirit. 

Judges 2:16,18; 3:9-10; 6:34; 14:19 
 

Kingship & the Book of Judges 
 

I. The book of Judges serves as an argument for kingship in Israel.  
 

· The deliverance provided by the judges was never lasting.  
 
· The people and their leaders were repeatedly guilty of both worldliness and religious compromise. 
 

Judges 21:25—In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  
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II. The book of Judges anticipates the kingship of Saul.  
 

Þ Saul’s tribe (Benjamin) and the town that he comes to be primarily associated with (Gibeah) are portrayed in Judges 
in a very negative way.  

 

Þ Although his anointing as king (1 Sam. 10:1,10; 11:11) is portrayed in a positive light, he ends up mirroring many of 
the worst aspects of the judges in his character and actions:   

 

Like Gideon, Saul engages in syncretistic practices (1 Sam. 28:7-20) 
 

Like Jephthah, Saul makes a rash vow and offers an inappropriate sacrifice (1 Sam. 13:8-14; 14:24-45) 
 

Like Abimelech, Saul ends up destroying his own people rather than Israel’s enemies  (1 Sam. 22:7-19) 
 
 

III. The book of Judges anticipates the kingship of David.  
 

Þ David’s tribe (Judah) is portrayed in a generally positive light in Judges, particularly in the first introduction where 
they are chosen by the Lord to lead the continued conquest of Canaan.  

 

Þ David is also favorably compared to many of the positive aspects of the judges and many of his actions as king seem 
intended to address problems presented in the book: 

 

Like Othniel, David was filled with the Spirit of the Lord to defeat Israel’s enemies (1 Sam. 16:13) 
 

Like Samson and Ehud, David was used to defeat Israel’s enemies (the Philistines & Moabites), but did so in a more 
permanent manner (2 Sam. 8:1-2) 
 
David saw to it that the ark of the Lord was brought to a central location and sought to build the temple as a perma-
nent dwelling for the Lord (2 Sam. 6-7). 
 
David organized the priests and the Levites so that the Lord would be rightly worshiped (1 Chron. 23-24)  
 

Þ David also, however, came to be characterized by some of the more negative aspects of the judges: 
 

Like Gideon, David had multiple wives which led to conflict between his sons resulting deadly consequences   (2 Sam. 
13:28-29; 18:14-15; 1 Kings 2:24-45) 
 
Like Samson, David engaged in an adulterous relationship that compromised his holiness before the Lord, beginning 
the downfall of his legacy (2 Sam. 11) 
 
 

IV.  The book of Judges anticipates the coming of “The Great King.” 
 

· Israel needed a king chosen by God who would permanently deliver His people from their enemies.  
 

Deut. 17:14-15    Gen. 49:8-12 
 
 
 

· Israel needed a king who would lead them in the proper worship of the Lord and who would set the                         
example for them as a people by his own character and conduct. 

 

Deut. 17:16-17    Deut. 17:18-20 
 

 
 

 
 

Assessing & Applying the Book of Judges 
 

· Ultimately, the book of Judges is about God’s faithfulness to an unfaithful people! 
 
 
· Ultimate hope in the book is found in the coming of Messiah, the Great Judge & King! 

 
 

· Through Christ, God has accomplished the ultimate deliverance that we need! 
 

Col. 1:13-14—13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,  
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 
 

· Through Christ, and by His Spirit, God shepherds us throughout all the days of our lives.  
 

Psa. 23:1-6—1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 
waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy  
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


