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 “THE TEMPLE & THE MANGER”  

 
“He found no room in the Holy of Holies that 
shone with gold, precious stones, pure silk 
and silver. He is not born in the midst of gold 
and riches, but in the midst of dung, in a   
stable where our sins were filthier than the 
dung. He is born on a dunghill in order to  
lift up those who come from it...” 

—Jerome (AD 5th c.), attrib. 
      

December 14th 

 

Setting the Stage:                      John 1:14; Luke 2:6-14 
 

 
 

The Old Testament Background 
 

· Although the Lord had intended to dwell among His people, the sin of our first parents meant that they were 
driven out from His ___________________.  

 

Gen. 3:23-24—23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was tak-
en. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned 
every way to guard the way to the tree of life.  
 

· The restored presence of the Lord among His people becomes associated with the display of His ___________.  
 

(1) In His __________________ for Israel.  
 

Exod. 16:7,10—7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling against 
the Lord...10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wil-
derness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.  
 

Exod. 24:16-17—16 The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh 
day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring 
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.  
 

(2) In the dedication of the __________________.  
 

Exod. 40:34-36—34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the      
tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of 
Israel would set out.  
 

(3) In the dedication of the ______________.  
 

1 Kings 8:10-11—10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 11 so that the 
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.  
 

· The removal of God’s glory from the temple was a picture of His ___________________ upon Israel.  
 

Ezek. 10:4, 18-19—18 Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubim.  
19 And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the earth...And they stood at the entrance of the east gate of 
the house of the Lord, and the glory of the God of Israel was over them.  
 

· The prophets anticipated that the glory of the Lord would once again be ______________ among His people.  
 

Isa. 6:1-2—1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  
 

Ezek. 43:4-5—4 As the glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east, 5 the Spirit lifted me up and brought me 
into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple.  

 
Key Points:  The ________ of Israel was that the Lord would accomplish His promised ______________ through   
          Messiah and would again dwell in their midst. 
 

The Historical Background 
The Temple:       
 
The High Priest: 
 

 

 



 

Luke 2:6-20 
 

· The description of Christ’s birth emphasizes the _______________ circumstances of his birth.  
 

Þ Mary gave birth to Jesus in a place where ____________ would not usually have been housed. 
 

“inn”—(katalyma)— a guest room, usually in the upper floor of a home.  
 

Þ Likely because of the influx of people to Bethlehem, the only available accommodation was in the lower portion of this 
home where the animals were kept.  

 

“she...wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger” 

 
· It was to __________________ in the fields outside of Bethlehem that the glory of the Lord was revealed.  

 

Þ The angel comforted the shepherds and proclaimed “____________  ____________” to them.  
 

The Good News:  (1) A _________________ is born!           (2) He is the __________________! 
 

 
Þ The display of God’s glory included the presence of a multitude of ______________ beings praising God.  
  

Isa. 40:5, 9-11a—5 “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.”...9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord 
God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd... 
 

God’s glorious presence has ________________ to dwell among His people! 
 

 
· The shepherds went to Bethlehem and found everything to be just as the angel had spoken.  
 

The Various Responses:    (1) Many “___________________”  
 
    (2) Mary “_____________________” 
 
 
Þ The shepherds _________________ God, following in the example of the angelic beings they had encountered. 
     
 

 
Key Point:  The miracle of the incarnation should _____________ similar responses in us as we reflect upon it.  

 
 

Beholding the Glory of  the Incarnate Son 
 

1. The miraculous displays of God’s power and glory surrounding the incarnation remind us of the true _____________ 
and _________________ of the child in the manger.  

 

“In becoming incarnate, God not only accommodates himself to human weakness; he buries his glory under veil after veil so that it 
is impossible for flesh and blood to recognize him...the humiliation of Christ was not a point, but a line. Its greatest single step was 
that by which he became the child in the manger. The condescension involved in that is beyond imagining. Yet it was only the be-
ginning of the long downward journey through homelessness, poverty, exhaustion, shame and pain to Gethsemane; and beyond that 
to Calvary.”     —Donald Macleod, The Person of Christ 
 
Phil. 2:8-9—8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name  

 
 
2. Christ’s glory was veiled in the manger in order that it might ultimately be displayed in His people whom He 

______________ by His Spirit.  
 

2 Cor. 3:18—And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  
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“He found no room in the Holy of Holies that 
shone with gold, precious stones, pure silk 
and silver. He is not born in the midst of gold 
and riches, but in the midst of dung, in a   
stable where our sins were filthier than the 
dung. He is born on a dunghill in order to  
lift up those who come from it...” 

—Jerome (AD 5th c.), attrib. 
      

December 14th 

 

Setting the Stage:                      John 1:14; Luke 2:6-14 
 

 
 

The Old Testament Background 
 

· Although the Lord had intended to dwell among His people, the sin of our first parents meant that they were 
driven out from His presence.  

 

Gen. 3:23-24—23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was tak-
en. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned 
every way to guard the way to the tree of life.  
 

· The restored presence of the Lord among His people becomes associated with the display of His glory.  
 

(1) In His provision for Israel.  
 

Exod. 16:7,10—7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling against 
the Lord...10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wil-
derness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.  
 

Exod. 24:16-17—16 The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh 
day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring 
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.  
 

(2) In the dedication of the tabernacle.  
 

Exod. 40:34-36—34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the      
tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of 
Israel would set out.  
 

(3) In the dedication of the temple.  
 

1 Kings 8:10-11—10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 11 so that the 
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.  
 

· The removal of God’s glory from the temple was a picture of His judgment upon Israel.  
 

Ezek. 10:4, 18-19—18 Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubim.  
19 And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the earth...And they stood at the entrance of the east gate of 
the house of the Lord, and the glory of the God of Israel was over them.  
 

· The prophets anticipated that the glory of the Lord would once again be displayed among His people.  
 

Isa. 6:1-2—1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  
 

Ezek. 43:4-5—4 As the glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east, 5 the Spirit lifted me up and brought me 
into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple.  

 
Key Points:  The hope of Israel was that the Lord would accomplish His promised salvation through             
          Messiah and would again dwell in their midst. 
 

The Historical Background 
The Temple:       
 
The High Priest: 
 

 

 



 

Luke 2:6-20 
 

· The description of Christ’s birth emphasizes the humble circumstances of his birth.  
 

Þ Mary gave birth to Jesus in a place where guests would not usually have been housed. 
 

“inn”—(katalyma)— a guest room, usually in the upper floor of a home.  
 

Þ Likely because of the influx of people to Bethlehem, the only available accommodation was in the lower portion of this 
home where the animals were kept.  

 

“she...wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger” 

 
· It was to shepherds in the fields outside of Bethlehem that the glory of the Lord was revealed.  

 

Þ The angel comforted the shepherds and proclaimed “Good News” to them.  
 

The Good News:  (1) A Savior is born!           (2) He is the Messiah! 
 

 
Þ The display of God’s glory included the presence of a multitude of angelic beings praising God.  
  

Isa. 40:5, 9-11a—5 “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.”...9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord 
God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd... 
 

God’s glorious presence has returned to dwell among His people! 
 

 
· The shepherds went to Bethlehem and found everything to be just as the angel had spoken.  
 

The Various Responses:    (1) Many “wondered” 
 
    (2) Mary “treasured” 
 
 
Þ The shepherds worshiped God following in the example of the angelic beings they had encountered. 
     
 

 
Key Point:  The miracle of the incarnation should evoke similar responses in us as we reflect upon it.  

 
 

Beholding the Glory of  the Incarnate Son 
 

1. The miraculous displays of God’s power and glory surrounding the incarnation remind us of the true identity and 
mission of the child in the manger.  

 

“In becoming incarnate, God not only accommodates himself to human weakness; he buries his glory under veil after veil so that it 
is impossible for flesh and blood to recognize him...the humiliation of Christ was not a point, but a line. Its greatest single step was 
that by which he became the child in the manger. The condescension involved in that is beyond imagining. Yet it was only the be-
ginning of the long downward journey through homelessness, poverty, exhaustion, shame and pain to Gethsemane; and beyond that 
to Calvary.”     —Donald Macleod, The Person of Christ 
 
Phil. 2:8-9—8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name  

 
 
2. Christ’s glory was veiled in the manger in order that it might ultimately be displayed in His people whom He                  

indwells by His Spirit.  
 

2 Cor. 3:18—And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

 
 
 


